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Fire from Heauen. 


Burnin the body of one In Hitichell of 
Holne- hurſt, within the pariſh ot Chriſt-church, in tlie 


County of South- hampton the 26. of lune laſt 161 3. who 


by the fame was conſumed to zſhes, and no fire ſeene, lying there- 
in ſmoaking and ſmothering three dayes and three nights, not to 
bequenched by water, voi the help 
ot mans hand. 


V Vith the lamentable burning of his 


houſe and one childe, and the grieuous ſcorching 


of his wie: with the birth of a Monſter, and many [7 
other ſtrange things hapning about the {ame tune: 
the like was neuer ſeene nor heard of. 


4 Writtenby Tohn H.lliard Preacher ofthe word of life in Sopley. 
Reade and tremble, | 

ö Wichthe fearefull burning of the towne of Dorcheſter | 

( 


ypon friday the 6, of Auguſt laſt 1613, 


— 1 


Printed at London for [ob Trane, and are to be fold at his 


hop in Barby can at the ſigne of Nobody, 1613, | 
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Burning the body of one John Hittchell of 
_ Holne-hurft, within the pariſh of Chriſt-church, in the 
County of South-hampron the 2 6. of lune laſt 1613. who [ 


by the ſame was conſumed to aſhes, and no fire ſeene, lying there- 
* inf{moaking and ſmothering threedayes and three nights, not to 
bequenched by water, noi the help 
of mans hand. 


V Vithetbe lamentable burning of his 
houſe and one childe, and the grieuous ſcorching 


of his wiſe: with the birth of a Monſter, and many | 
other ſtrange things hapning about the ſame time: } 
the like was neuer ſeene nor heard of. 1 


; 
__ 


Written by John Hilliard Preacher ofthe word of life in Sopley. 
Reade and tremble. | 


Wichche fearefull burning of the tone of Dorcheſter 
vpon friday the 6, of Auguſt laſt 1613, | | 


| : Printed at London for Toh» Trunllle, and are to be ſold at his 
_ thopinBarbycanatthe ſigne of Nobody, 1673. 
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# 2 * 0, 1 
The VVorſhipfull his very louing 
Coſen Mr. Nicholas Hillyard, his Maieſties 


ſeruant in ordinary. 


8 1 H. wiſhes all the graces ofthis life, and the 
glory of the life to come. 


Orſhipfull and worthy Coſen, my end 
in publiſhing this Pamphlet, is not po- 
pular oſtentation: for you well know, it 
becommeth neither the ſeaſon, nor the 

e ſabie& : The only purpoſe I haue, is to 
rouſe vp the ſloathfull careleſſe, and inſtruct the fil- 
thy forgetfull, to behold the wonderfull workes of 
the Lord, and thereby to grow more thanłe full for 
his great mercy, in ſparing them: And to the end that 


we may all in true humility, imbrace theſe mercifull 


warnings of our gràcious God, and ſpeedily appeale 
to the Throne of mercy, preparing our ſelues to 
meet the Bridegroome of our ſoules, who commeth 
in maieſtie to iudge both quick and dead. For we 
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muſt all ppeare before the Indgement Seat of Chr'f!, that 2. Cor. 5. 10. ; 


euery man may receaue the things which are done in his bo- 


dy, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
euill. 


For the plaineneſſe and rudenes of my ſty le, if you 


duly conſider the manner of my writing: I t ruſt you 
Az Will 


T he Epiſtle. 
will acknowledge that the power ofthe ſpirit is beſt 
ſeene in weakne s, and that plaine lines doe beſt an- 
Here a ſtraight leuell: the euidence ofthe ſpirit is 
beſt ſeene in plainenes: Wherefore if our Goſpell 
be id, it is hid in them that periſh. But I perſwade 
my lelfe better things of you, euen ſuch as accom- 
panie ſaluation. Vf you accept of theſe my p aines 
according to mine intent you ſhall happily eaſe your 
ſelf: of the Mother and the Daughters torgetfull- 
neſſe, and vnthankfulnes, and burthen mewillingly 
with greater labor, for the further building 
you vp in Chriſt Ieſus. To whoſe pro- 
tection l commit you. Chriſt. 
church this 10. of 

Iuly. 1613. 


Your louing kinſ. man, 
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TRVMPET SOVN- 
DING TO LIVDOE. 
MENT, CALLING VS TO RE- 
PENTANCEBY THEFEAREFYL 


and lamentable burning of lohn Hitchell, carpenter 
to afhes: together with his houſe and one child, 
and the grieuous ſcorching of his wife b 
lightning, as alſo by the burning of 


another houſe ſithence, and the 
birth of a Monſter, All vvichin the 


Towne and Pariſh of 
Chriſt-church in 


Hampſhire. 


755 T was the ſaying of Cambiſes, that Citties 
3) would flour ich well in pꝛ oſperity,if the Jnh#= 

& SD [i 7 og 2 bitants were watchefall, and fill imagined 
ON e ko be at hand. That which he 
82 © ſaid foz the pꝛolperous eſtate of a common- 
we ale, our © suic ut ſaid foz the happy ſuccefſe of all Chꝛiſti⸗ 
ans. And both tend to ſhew that whether we reſpca the 
ſaftie of dur bodies here on earth, 02 the ſaluation of dur 
ſoules in the kingdomeof Chziſt, we may not be in our tal - 
lings clther idle, careliſſe, s ſecure. But pet ſuch is our na- 


ture, we ratzer iiſpea the wozds of Cambiſes, foz tempozall 
p2ofperity, then the warning of Chzil, fo eternall.felictty, 


Wherebyitcomes to paſſe, that wee have commenly fapzs 
bodies, but foule ſoules : — goods, but little goodneſſe: 


3 ſeeming 


Fier from Heauen. 


ſeeming glozious in the fight of men outwardly, but odious 

inwardly in the fight of God. Accoꝛding to that of the Plal- 

Pſal.10.6. miſt, The vngodly hath ſaid in his heart, ruſh, I ſhal neuer be 
caſt downe, there ſhall no euill happen vnto me. Bat the fay- 

re Oke is ſoneſt cut bowne : the fattet Oro is readieſt fo; 

i r the ſisughter, and the felicity of fooles, is their o: vne diſtru- 
Val 73. ction. Fot how ſoone doe they conſume, periſh, and come 
to fearefull ende? Yea euen as a d-came are they when one 

Annos 6. 8.9, à waketh. Though the Lord hath ſworne by himſelfe that he 
doth abhor the excellency of Iacob, and hate his Pallaces, and 

therefoze will deliuer vp the Citty, with all that is therein, and 

if there remaine ten men in one houſe, they ſhall all dye. Pet 

ſt ill ſuch is dur ſecurity that we ſay with the vntheiktie ſer⸗ 

uant tardal Dominus Veuire: Our Lord doth deferre his com- 

ming, thinking we may repent when wepleaſe, and that we 

ſhall haue leaſure inough, not remembaing with our ſelues, 

Eccl, 5. 6. That like as God is mercifull, fo gocth wrath from him alſo, 
and his indignation cometh downe vpon ſinners. Zhrrefoze 
let vs make no tarrying to turne to the Lord, and not put of 
from day to day, for ſodainely doth his wrath come, and in 
the time of vengeance he will diſtroy vs. Semper vigilemus bene 
Ziuendbo, ne nouiſſimus dies cuinſque noſtrum inueniat nos impa- 
ratos, Let vs watch and wayte for his comming in honeſt 
conuerſation of life, that the latter day of euery one of vs find 
vs not vnprepared. For he is not ſlacke, as they count ſlacke- 
neſſe, bu: he is patient to vs- ward, becauſe he would haue 
mercy of all and none to periſh. There is not one among vs 
ſo iuſt as Iacob was, noz ſcarce one on whome the Lo2d will 
pꝛoncunce the like ſentence, ſo lamentable is our time, and 
ſo deteſtable our iniquities. Dur eyes haue beheld ſuch ſignes 
as Teruſalem did: but we eſteeme them as fantaſtzs, veſ- 
canting whence they come, but not remembiing wherefoze 
they were lent. Our eares haue heard many Ionaſſes, thꝛeat⸗ 
ning death, diſtrudion and damnation ko Niniui, erping ouer 

vs with teares fo: our abhomination, yet wee rather deſtre 
ſilkes then fackecloth : and when war chould repent, wee 
udp to intreaſe our pꝛide. Me haus them which cry daplie 
Bay 16: with the prophet Eſay woe is me, the tranſ greſſors 2 
a „ y 


2. Pat. 3.9. 
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ſiy haue offended, threatning that feare, the Pit, and the 
ſnare, is vpon the inhabiters of the earth, he that flyeth from 
the noiſe of the feare, ſhall fall into the Pit: and he that com- 
meth out of the Pit, ſhalbe taken in the ſnare, for the win- 
dowes of Heauen are open, and the foundations of the earth 
doe ſhake & c. Can we reade this of our ſelues? can wk 
learne this of others can we ſee the daily pꝛoofe of theſe Pꝛo- 
pheſies ceme to effect: and dare we continew (fill rocker in 
the cradell cf Decurity 2 like Epicures caring foz noaght but 
the belſr2 O monſtroustime full of defozmitp! O repꝛobate 
people delrting in impietp, and moze bꝛuitiſh then beaſts foz- 
getting their duty : elſe how durſt the vſurer deuour the body 
and thi rb fo: the bloud or his bzother, when be readeth how 


the rich man burnedin Hell? Wow durf# the Adulfever pers Luke 16. 


ſift in his laſriuious enterpꝛiſes, when he ſeeth the linne ol 
Dauid fo ſenearciy puniſhed, the inceft of Lot ſo greenouſly 
lamented and the wiſedome of Salomonſo foulely obſcured * 
How durſt the couetaeus perſon heaps vp riches fo: 
other, when he heares our Sauiour call him foole, that ſo pꝛo⸗ 
uided foz his ſoule? dow graceleſſelp dare the Gintton 
maintaine his delicacte, when he remembers how Jobes 
childzen were flaxne at their banquet? Vow dare the Wy- 
rant continue his cruelkie, if he regard the revenge of ths 
rigoꝛous debtoz? How dare our woꝛldlings continue their 
pꝛide conſidering the failof Lucifer? Bow dare the Jdolatev 
doe reverence to Images, when he heareth the heauie curle 
that the God of truth pꝛonunteth againſt bam? Mow dare 
we ſweare and foziweave our ſelues, when wee remember 
the wzetched end ol Nabal ? How dare greedy Pantoconet 
his neighbonrs houſe, when he thinketh how-hungerly the 
dogges licked the blondof King Ahab? How dare the mot 
baſe ſwynich gozmondizing d2unkard, ſit all the day, and 
night, and werke, ſwifling, ſing, and pꝛophanelp ebuſing 
Gods Creatures, when he heareththe holp Ghoſt p29- 
nounce woe vnto them that riſe earely to be drunken? Yew. 
dare all fonle offenders bat to tremble and quake, when 
they heare the fearefvll noyſe of the Thunder, and ſee tho 
dzeadfull blaſts of is ligptaing wy cent irom the heauenss 

, 4 and 
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and ſent from an angrie Bop as tokens of his fearefall in- 
dignation? In a woꝛd, how dareth ener cbllinate nner ts 
delite and boaſte of his wickednes, when he knoweth that 
ypon the vngodly ſhall raine Snares, Fier, and Brimſtone, & 
ſtormy, tempeſt: this ſhall be their portion to drinke. But 
fuch is our vagodlines, that what we ſhoald doe, wes ſlido 
backs from, fozgetting Oed, and calling vengeance vpon 
our ſelues, haling fozrow vpan ſozrow, ennping thoſe that 
line well. and louing thoſe that hate goodnes. Who euer read 
of mozeRopaltiein a Ring, then we map iuftly waiteof our 
leavnaed,aracdous and godlp Ring lames? whoſe bleſſed, peace- 
full, and happie raigne,the Load fozhis mercie long continae 
auer vs. Mhat land had enormoze pienty of all things then 
this Realme of England? and pet what country vader the 
San may be compaced with it fo: vathankefulncs? Ul 
haue the light ofthe gloꝛious Ghoſpell ſet vpon an hill, and 
pet too manie ral her then they will ſee it, will ſit blind - zold in 
the valley of ignoꝛance. Can any Cronicles makerepozt af a 
mo2e wozthie. wiſe,v-rtuons,godly,t religions Pzince, then 
the late Pzince Henry? in whome tbe wozthines of all the 

eight He nries befoze him met as in their confluence: I may 
ſpeake ul him as ths Apoſt le ſpake of thoſe (with whome he is 

now in companie) The world was not worthy of hin: Aad 
although dur ſinnes no doubt were the cauſe why hs was 
taken from vs, vet who is themoze ſozrowſu'll2 And wheres 
as God (bleCedbe his name) hath left vnfo vs not onely the 
Dunne and Moons of onr firmament, but aiſo Charles- 

wayne ts remaine in our Yo21gon : A inte, if Starres 

be ol ann truth, like to be or long life, and great learning, moſt 
bepefall foz his time, moſt fruitfull foz his hopes: ſo tbat J 
hope God hath ſaid to our Iacob, as Iacob ſaid to his Iudah. 
Sorptrum non auferetur 4 Iuda, the Dcepter ſhall not bs taken 
fran eur Iacob till Shiloah come againe into the wozld: pet 
who I ſay is the mozethankefull? Our gratious Ring hath 
made many god [:wes to catte of Palefado2s, but ſome 
eſt eme litele of Gods 02dinances, leſſe ofhis Maieſties au- 
thozity, and leaſt ot all of his decrees: foz pzaofe whereof we 
haut ſeene (ſuch is our graceleTnes)haw wickedly ſome haue 
growne 
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growne fo rebellion, whome the oarth hath ſwatlowed, a 

Corath, Dathan, and Abiram, Many haus conſpired the 
death both of bis Paieſtie and his poſteritie, but the 
{wo2d hath, and J fruft ever ſhall cut them of befoze their 
wicked fruit come to diuelliſh ripenes. Yea, their owne 
tongues ſhall make them fall. And let vs beſeech the Loꝛd of 
hoſts to loske downe alwayes vpon his anopnted, and to 


cloathhis enimics with ſhame, but vpen him and his (good 
Lo2d) let his Crowne floariſh vpen, till thou Crowne vs all 


inheauen. | 

Let vs learneby the conſumingof Sodom and Gomorrah, 
fo five from their ſinnes, and let vs leaue the wickednes of 
the old woꝛld, leaſt God deniſe a wozſe end fo2 vs, let vs be 


warned by the ſhnnss of Ieruſalem, to be armed with the wozd 


ol truth, at the pꝛeaching of Tonas toNiniui, let the ignozant 
leaue ts be obſtinate, and the learned ceale to be ſlothkull, and 
labour by all meanes to make the woꝛld know that the feare- 


full day of the Loꝛds comming is at hand erhozting therefo2e- 


to watch, continuing in prayer. Foz aſſuredl this fearetull 
accident (Ameane) the burning ol this man and childe by firs 
from Heauen, sought not to be attributed to any naturall 
cauſe, but it is znen the Finger of God, thzeatning greater 
plagues to enſue, without our earneft and hearty repentance. 
Neither may we thinke that this tudgement lighted vpon 
them fo2thefr owns pꝛoper finnes which might be greater 
then surs, but rather that our ſinnes are farre greater then 
were theirs, and Gad whoſe mercy is greater then all, hath 
ſent this foz our example ts call vs to repentance: wherefoze 
let vs not thinke that thoſe one whome the Tower in Siloam 
fell, were greater ſinners then all thoſe that dwell in Ieruſa- 


lem, but rather let vs aſſure our ſelues, that vnleſſe we re- 


pent; we ſhall alſo periſh, And ts ſpeake of the life and con- 
nerfation of the man, J cannot finde oz by auꝝ meanes vn- 
der ſtand, no not by repozts of the neareſt o2 the woꝛſt affeaer 
of his neighbours, but that hebehanedhimſelfe euery way in 
theindgement of the wozldas an honeft 


pode man, and a 
painetulllabos er in his vocation. The manner of the acct- 


dent ir as kolloweih: Ye haning bene on Saterday the 26. 
| 5 - of lune 
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of Iunclaft, at wozke at the heule of one Iohn Deane of Parly- 
Court, were he truelp and painefullp lavoꝛed at his frave. 
being a Carpenter, and hauing ended his dapes-wozke went 
home to his houle as an honeſt man, tocomfo2t his Familie 

with the monep which he had patſnefnitp gotten, and went 

not (us to many Tradeſ. men vie to doe) to be dzunken and 

car2leffe oftdeit pooꝛe houſholds at home, wherem he ſhew - 

ed and gave feſtimony to the wozld, of a Religions care. 

And after hie comming home, betsoke himlſelfe to his reſt, 

and being in bed with his wife and childe, in the deepe of the 

night, the lightning came on ſo fiercely; that an old woman 

named Agnes Ruſſell mother to the wife of the ſaid John 

Hitchell hauing reteaued a terrible blowe on her cheeke (by 

what meanes J knowe nat) was therewith awakened and 

tryed to the ſaid Iohn Hitchell and his wifetohelpe her, but 

they not anſwering, the pooꝛe old woman ſtart out ol the bed 

and went vnto the ben where they tap, and awakened her 
daughter, who was Vpon the ſodaine molk lamentabip 
burnt all one fide of her, and her huſband and childe dead by 

her ſide ; pet neuerteles, his pooꝛe Wife when (heeſalve her 

huſband and chiide had thus ſtrangely finithed their dayes, 
{hce (as it ſeemeth) thought not ſo much of the hurt Ge had 
receaued hor ſelfe, as ſhee was cart full to haue pꝛeſerutd the 
Uke ok her hul band if by any meanes poſſibly hee could: ard 
thereioze (not withTanding all her grieuoos wounds, ſhee 

dꝛagd hm out of the bed into the ſtreete, and there by reaſon 
ofthe hehemenep of the fler, ſhee was infoꝛced te her noſmall 
greeſe to ſozſake him, where he lay burning vpon the 

grouns fo2 the ſpace of thꝛee dapes after o2 thereabeuts, not 

that there was anp appearance of per ontwardlp to be ſcene 

en him, but onlo a kinde of ſmoake aſcending vpwards from 

the Cattas, vnl ili it was conſumed to aſhes,creept only ſome 
mall ſhe we of parte ok his bones which were calf info a 

pitte made by the place. O fearefoll iadgement! Hearken 
to this O ye that forget God, leaſt he teare you in peeces, 
and there be none to deliuer you. 


Ik this happened vnto a man offo bpzight a connerſation, 
Who labouted painefully all day ina lawlull calling, O what 
| may 
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celefFiall Paradiee, an to the marriage of our ſpbuſe, dur Loꝛd 


and Dautour Zelus Cyꝛiſt, where ſhallbe thefullavunvance 
ofall delights, and perfection of all pleaſnre * 
Uherefozeletvbs caſt from vs gur careles ſecurity and 
unit ruſt ofthe pꝛomiles of God : Let vs renounce the denill, 
and all the trokes of thefleſh, which are nor ſufferable by 
the wo2d of God. and let vs liſten to the kreindly admonition 
of our @auncur, Cbziſt warning vs to be watchfull at all 


thnes,becauſe we know not the hower when our Lo2d will; ute. 21. 
ceme praying that we may eſcape al theſe things which are to Mat 25, 


come, and may ſtand before the ſonne of man;Fo2 if the com⸗ 
ming of heluos endlfealers of out earthlie goods be to be 
feared, withhow great diligence and watehekulnes⸗ Gould 
we ſtene to eſcape thoſe enemies, which. would ſpolle vs of 
out eternall riches, and kingdome oi Yeauen? Here we vie 
great heed and wiſedome tt pꝛeſerue our moʒtallbodtes from 
hurt and danger: but fo ſaue dur ſoules which areſitmoztall 


krom eternall paines in Hell, we are altogethec cateleſte and ö 


nothing eircamſpec. 

And pet moze would it beſeeme the childzenof light, to be 
- mozecarefullin ſccking and ut ping thoſe things which are 
Celeſtiall, then the wozdlings are painefall in entiching 


themſelnes with ſuch thinge as they are neither ſure to chioy 


while they are alive, noꝛ can aſſure them oł any top when 
they are dead. Nea let bs think and perlwade our ſelues, that 


in the ſight of God it is not ſhamefull, but abhominable, that 


the elect oꝛ choſen people of God, which ſhouldbe wiſc and 
circumſpec, chall in this care be ſurpaſſed of Wicked woꝛld⸗ 
lings: and the moze highly we diſpleaſe our God, by how 
much he things which we ſo littie eN@me, aremozeercel- 
lent then that which they ſo hunk after, betweene which ( lo 


ſurpsLingis the treaſure pzepated fo? the gedlie) there is no 


tempariſon. 

This erhoztation thongh it pe rtaine to all men at all mes, 
pet now ſpeciallie in theſe dangerous dates, in which we fic 
ſo manp by ſodaine and ſtrange death to be taken ut of the 
woꝛld: and becauſe euery man ſhall die (though the certain 
time none knoweth ) and * either woekuitte bs lent 


. 3 4 among 
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among the Dinels to Yell, oz iopfullic to be receaued into the 
fellowſhip of the faithfullig Heanen. 

And to come a little nearer vnto our ſelues, hath not the 
Loꝛd ſhaken once moe, nere aur Zowne, his rod uf Coꝛre⸗ 
ctionfithence this lamentable accident? namely by the bur⸗ 
ning of, ong Edward Burtans hauſs..and all dis ſubſkance 
whilelt they were in theirbeds? it is an old ſaying;that when 
our neighbours houſe is on fier, it is high time tolooketo 
our owne, Gods Jabgements we ſee haue lighted on both 
tema alzeabie. and ſhall wee be ill careleſſe? Pozeoue; 

wozthie the noting, that as on both. ſides of the 
Ul tudgements haue happened, ſo like- 

dap ot May laſt within the Towne was 

which may well teach vs that although 

baue ' hapned., without the Towne, pet the 

3 whole vglie ſinnes ſaketheſe indgeinents haue 

topaſſe (may leeme) to remaine within the Towne. 

Hod open our eyes that we map behold theſe things aright, 

and mollifie aur hearts (good Lozd) we beſeech thee that 
we map repent as we onght ? 
And althongh J-will not particularize the bnsfurall pzo- 
paztions of that Monſter, yet I obſerue that it wantedlippes, 
to teach vs ( as I(appoſe ) that we want ſandiſied lippes to 
glozifle the po wertull nam oł our grations God. Pozeouer 
it wanted the place of euacuation, by meanes whereof the 
body could not he exonerate oz clenſed of the excrements. Lo 
teach that whatſocuerpzetence oꝛ ew we make of Religion 
onfwardly, pet the filth ol in remaineth fill within becauſe 
there wanteth trae Repentance in vs whereby our ſoules 
might bs clenſed in the blond of Jeſus Chaift. * 

Truly Jamperſwavded that inthis Towne and the parts 
adjoyning - where theſe Judgements fell, there is as much 
anus raigning, as there is in a greater parte ofthe kingdome 
beſides: but J beſeech God ot his infinite merce, that his long 
ſullering ol our ſinmes be not an occaſion that we plucke his 
feirte wzath pon our heads, which we daplie goc about, 
pꝛouoking him ta anger that will not be tempted, ſo vngrate · 
knll ars ius, and ſo grat tuns is he. I doubt the fame ſentence 
will 


Fier from Heauen 
wil be pzonounced againſt vs, which dur @autone bſed,ſaping 


Woe vnto Caraxaine, woe vnto Bethſaiaa, it is better for 
Tire and Sidon then for them, at the dꝛeadful day of 
the Loꝛd. | | 

Aſeueare ſentence pꝛoneunced by a mercifull Judge, who 
willdoubtles in a mozedzeadfall time, not onely vtter the 
like woꝛds againſt vs, but will eaſt vs into vtter darkenes, 
where ſhal be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth: except that ob 
his inflnits goodnes and great mercie, be call vs dems to re⸗ 
penance. | 

Cauld the people of Iſrael fremble at the voice of the 
Lozd when be talked with Moſes, inſomuch that they 
acco2ded ts all his lawes and oz din which were ginen 
them, ſo that they might not indure hiß pꝛeſenee? and dars 
we the oll⸗ cum of the earth, rebell againſt our Creatoz ſo 
obſtinatelp, that neither ſignus; the wo2d, noz wonders, tan 
connert vs? doe we not remember the benigne bleings 
which he pzomiſeth, that our land ſhalbs fertile, aus ſruites 
ſhallinereaſe, our toes ſhallfiyebefoze vs ec. if we pleaſe dim, 
ſeruthim, and keepe his commandements: neither dos ws 
foare his heauie w2ath andhoarible curſs which he thaeatneth 
fo the tontrarie, if wetranſgreTe his pzecepts andbzeake his 


o2dinanees, faying,thy Wife ſhalbe widdow, thy land barren: 


thou ſhalt flie, when none followe thee, and feare without 
cauſe : famineſhall confound thee, warre ſhall waſte thy 
countrie, and hunger ſo aſſaile thee, that the after-birth of thy 
wife ſhall ſerue for thy foode. O terrible, dʒeadłull andheauis 

w2ath of God, but moze monſtrous, filthie and vglis hearts 
haue we that imbaace the blefiings, when we deſerue cur- 
fingg:reape good, where we ſows guill, and pet cannot affo2de 


thankes tothe ſenderof all thinggs, who giueth liberallie 


and cafteth no man in the teeth. Dae we not know that he 
is of power to furne our Heauen into braſſe, and ou 
into Iron? 02 are we ignoꝛant that it it pleaſe him not tob 
fozaine foꝛce von vs: pet he can plague bs by our freinds, 
ſend Gzaſhoppers to ſpoils our groundes, Frogs fo follow 
bg whetherſoener we file, Caterpillexs. io conſume out 
krutte inthe bloſſoms; 93 RES to rot our Cozne and 


Gralle, 
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among the Dinels to Yell, oz iopfallie to be reteaued into the 
fellowſhip of the fatthfullin Beanen. 

And to come a little nearer vnto our ſelues, hath not the 
Loꝛd haken once moze, nere our Towne, his rod of Coꝛre⸗ 
ſcion ſithence this lamentable accident? nam2ly by the bur⸗ 
ning of one Edward Burtons houſes and all his ſubſtance 
whilelt they were in their beds? it is an old ſaying;that when 
our neighbours houſe is on fier, it is high time to looke to 
our one. Gods Judgements we ſee hane lighfed on both 
ſides ol vs alzeadie, and ſhall wee be ſtill careleſle? Pozeoues 
it is notvawozthie the noting, that as on both ſides of the 
Townethole fearefull tudgements haue happened, ſo like- 
wiſe bponthe firſt day of May laſt within the Towne was 
bozne a Monſter, which may well teach vs that although 
thele things haue hapned.. without the Towne, pet the 
Ponlters ko whoſe vglie ſinnes ſaketheſetadgements haue 
tame to paſſe (may ſeeme) to remaine within the Towne. 
God open our eyes that we map behold theſe things aright, 
and molliſie aur hearts ( good Lozd) we beleech thee that 
we map repent as we onght ? 

And although J will not particularize the vnsturall pꝛo⸗ 
paztions of that Monſter, yet I obſerue that it wantedlippes, 
to teach vs (as Jſappaſe ) that we want ſancified lippes to 
glozifie the powerfullname ofour gratious God. Mozeouer 
it wanted the place of euacuation, by meanes whereof the 
body could not be exonerate oꝛ clenſsd of the excrements. To 
teach that whatſocuer pꝛetence oz ſhebo we make of Religion 
outwardly, pet the filth offin remaineth ill within becauſe 
there wanteth true Repentance in vs Wherebp our ſoules 
might be clenſed in the blond of Jeſus Chailt. 

Truly J amperſwaded that inthis Towne and the parts 
adioyning , where theils Judgements fell, there is as much 
finne raigning, as there is in a greater parte ofthe kingdome 
beſides: but J beſeech God of his infinite mercp, that his long 
ſuſlering ok dur ſinnes be not an occaſion that we plucke his 
feirte wzath vpon our heads, which we daplie goc about, 
p2onoking him tao anger that will not be tempted, ſo vngrate · 
fnll are we, and ſo grat ious is he. J doubt the fame ſentence 

| Wu 
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wil be pꝛonounted againſt vs, which our @antone bſed, ſaping 


Woe vnto Caæraxaine, woe vnto Bethſaiaa, it is better for 
Tire and Sidon then for them, at the dzeadful dap of 
the Lo2d, 

Aſeueare lentence pꝛonounted by amercifull Judge, who 
willdoubtles in a mozedzeadſall time, not onely btfer the 
like woꝛds againſt vs, but will caſt vs into viter darkenes, 
where ſhal be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth: except that ob 
hisinflaits goodnes and great mercie, be call bs home to re⸗ 
penance. 

Could the people of Iſrael fremble at the voice of tha 
Lozd when he talked with Moſes, inſomuch that they 
acco2ded to all his lawes and ozdnances which were ginen 
them, ſothat they might not indure his pzeſence ? and dars 
we the olt⸗ſcum of the earth, rebell againſt our Creatoz ſo 
obſtinatelp, that neither ſignes, the wo2d, no2 wonders, tan 
conuert vs ? doe we not remember the benigne bleſſings 
which he pzomiſeth, that our land ſhalbe fertile, ous fruites 
challincreaſe, our foes ſhall fliyebefoze vs ec. if we pleaſe him, 
ſeruehim, and keepe his commandements : neither dos we 
feare his heauie wꝛath anvhozrible curſe which he thzeatneth 
to the contrarie, if we tranſgreTe his pꝛetepts andbzeake his 
ozdinanees, faying,thy Wife ſhalbe widdow, thy land barren: 
thou ſhalt lie, when none followe thee, and feare without 
cauſe ; famine ſhall confound thee, warre ſhall waſte thy 
countrie, and hunger ſo aſſaile thee, that the after-birth of thy 
wife ſhall ſerue for thy foode. O terrible, dʒeadłull and heauts 

zath of God, but moze monſtro us, filthie and vglie hearts 
haue we that imbzace the blefiings, when we deſerue cur- 
fings:reape good, where we ſowe 8nill,and pet cannot affozde 
thankes tothe ſender ol all thingss, who giueth liberallie 
and caſteth no man in the teeth. Doe we not know that he 
ig or power to turne our Heauen into braſſe, and ourgarth 
into Iron? 02 are we ignoꝛant that it it pleaſe him not to bʒing 
fo2aine fo2ce vron bs: pet he can plague vs by our fremds, 
fend Gꝛaſhoppers to ſpoile our groundes, Frogs to follow 
bg Wwhetherſoener we lie, Caterpillers. io conſume our 
trutte inthe bloſome; ez Kaine to rot cur Cozne and 

C a Gralle, 
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Graffe when it is readie fo2 the harueſt, o2 that he can 
fend Lice to line by our fleſh, and Mite in ſach mult. 
tudes , that neither power noz pollicie can keepe them 

trom vs, fog thereby he ſhewes bis omnipotencie, not in a 
your armio of enemies: but m a mightie arme with the 
weakeſt of his croatares. Vath he not ſent famine to Sa- 
maria, ſo that a little Doues doung was wozth fine pence, 
an Alles head ſold foz foursſcoze ſhillings: deſtruction to 
Ieruſalem ſo (harpe, that the mother was faine to eate her 
Babe to ſatisfle her hunger. 

Fier and Bꝛzimſtone to Sodome and Gomorrah, a des 
luge ouer the olde wozld, with infinite other Citties that 
he hath iuſtlie plangned foz their iniquittes ; md we thinke 
to eſcape that haue not onlie pꝛactiſed to be perſect in their 
finnes, but da(lie ſtudie to deniſe nebe offences. 

The times we ſck haue almoft changed their natures and 
our Sommer become enen a Winter, pet nothing can pꝛo- 
woke vs to repent. 

O Rike- necked people put on  fackoloth with Nincuie, 
leaue p2ids, and fall to pꝛapers, let Saule become Paule ceaſe 
to oppꝛelle, and turns te pzeach, let euerie man amend ons, 
ſo ſhall we all dse well at the laſt, and ſesing the ſpirit in 
the faithfallis willing, but the fleſh weake and blinde in 
beauenly thinges, let vs beſeech sur beavenlie Father in 
' continuall p2apens, that by his holie ſpirit he will daplie 
moz2 andmoze inereaſs and ſtrengthen our weake and 
feble faith. 

And therefoze we beartely deſier thee O eternall Father, 
that thou wilt not vtterlie bzeake vs, thongh we bowe not 
as we ſhould,” neither deale with Juſtice, though we doe 
not our duties, acco;ding. to the will, but keepevs good 
Lo in thy welbeloued ſonne, illummate our mindes with 
thy holie ſpirit, by which we may be p3epared to all good 
wozkes in the holineCe, and neweneſſe of life: that ſo 
with Paule wer may deffre to leaue this wicked world, 
and to be with Chꝛiſt, and ſo in the comming of the Loꝛzd, 
being found readie with, Ople in our Lampes, and adoz⸗ 
ned with our wedding garmentes, we map finde france 
into 
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into the Loꝛds marriage, which thou foz thy|doare ſons 


and his beloned ſponſe the Church, haſt pꝛepared and ay- 
pointed from the beginning of the wozld, To thee 
thereſozeD holy Father, and to thins onlie be- 
gotten Sonne Jeſus Chaiff, and to the 
Poly Spirit our comfozter, be all 
pzaiſe, honour, and glozie,fog 
euer and ever 
Amen, | 


LeA US DEO. 
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Hereunto is anexed, 
THE LAME NT ABLE 


AND FEAREFVLL BVRNING 
OF THE TOWNE OF DOR- 


chefter, vponthe 6. of Auguſt 
laſt, 1613, 


F thisdolozous diſcourſe afozeſad, of 
Gods fiery tudgement(wutton by ma- 
ſter Hilliard) late hapning in Hamp⸗ 
ſhire, haue any whit penetrated the 

reader with remozle, J am here pꝛe⸗ 
luminglp bolde (without difparagement to the 


Authoꝛ,) to adde vnto his booke a ſecond ſoꝛrow 


to our country, a ſodaine calamity late befalne v⸗ 
pon the towne ol Dorcheſter in the Meſt of Eng⸗ 
land: the heauy newes Whereof, enen ſtrikes 
trembling hearts of people, that ſo famous a 
Towne , and the onely fto2e-houle of thoſe 

parts foz Marchantiy commodities, ſbould in 
leſle then foure and twentie houres be ruinated 


bythis great commaunding Element, columing 


fier. | 
Dorcheſter, (às it is well knowne,) is one of 
the pꝛincipall places ot tra fick foz weſterne mar⸗ 
chants, by which meanes it grew rich and popu⸗ 
lous, beautified with man ſtately buildings, and 
kaire ſtreeteg, flouriſbingtull of all ſozts of tradeſ- 
men 


of . 


men n and artificers, plenty with aboundance re- 
uelled in her boaſom, maintained with a wiſe and 


mill gouerment, tothe well deſerning commen⸗ 


dation of the inhabitants: but now marke how 
their golden fotunes faded, and their cheorefull 
lunne ot pꝛoſperitie, eclipſed with the black vale 
ofmourncull aduerſitie:to2 bpon the tixt of Auguſt 
laſt, being Friday, this then flouriſhing Towne 
or Dorcheſter, about the mid-day flouriſbt in her 
greateſt ſtate, but befozethzeeoftheclocke in the 
afternoone, ſbe was conered with a garment of 
redde flaming fler, and all their Jolitpt turned in⸗ 
to lamentation. 

This Inſtrument sf Gods wꝛath, began ſirſt 
Seen in a Tradel⸗mans wozke- oule: fox 

allow Chandler chere dwelling, making too 
uw a fler vnder his kettle o2 lead, tooke holde 
on the melted and boyling tallow, in ſuch vio⸗ 
lent manner, that without reliſtancs it -flered the 
w6zke-houle, and immediately one roome after 
another, tillthe Lhandlers whole dwelling was 
all on a light burning flame. 

Then began the cry ot fier to be ſpꝛead thaozgh 
the whole Towne; man, woman and childe, ran 
amazedly vp and downe the ſireetes, calling fo2 
water, water: lo fearefully, as ił deaths trumpet 
had ſounded a command of prelent deſiruction, 
Many were the affrights of the inhabitants; a- 
mongſt which, next vnto the Chandlers houſe 
then all on a fier flaming) was a Ware⸗houſe of 
Gun-p2wdcr filled into barrells belonging to a 
marchant of the tovone, whicy to pzelerue they 
much aduentured, and with wet ſheets andother 


L; linnen, 
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winde blowing 


The fearefull burning, | 
linnen,ſauedthehouſefrombneniingtill they hes 
caried the pouder ſake into the feldes, ofhe 
taking ficr it had bene ſuflicient, with one blaſt to 
haue blowne vp a whole towne, with all the in⸗ 
habit ants therein remaining, but Sod be pꝛaiſed, 
it was pꝛeſerued, and not one lining creature 
therein p:rithed, . 

The fier, as Jſaid beſoze begun betweene the 
houres of two and thzee in the afternoone, the 
very ſtrong a increſed ſo mightily 
that in very ſhoꝛt ſpace, tho moſt part of the wag» 
town flered, which burned ſo extreamely, the wes⸗ 
ther being hot and the houles dꝛie, that helpe or 
man grew almoſt pat, but yet as in fuchextremt- 
ties, people will ſhew their endeuours, ſo thele 
amazed townEmen ffrined to ſuctoꝛ one another, 
but toſmall purpoſe, foz the ty2anous frer had 
taken too great a bead, and likewiſe there was 
too much want ok water. ws 

Therealon, the fier at the firſt p2enailed aboue 
theſtrengthof man, was, that it vntoztunately 
— in the time of harueft, when people were 
mad buſted in reaping of their Lozne, and the 
Tovone molt emptyeſt :- but when this burning 
Beacon of ruyue, gauethe harueſt men light inte 
the field, little bootedit them to ſtay, but in moye 
then re alonable halt, poaſted they home ward not 
onely foz the [afegardof their goods and houles, 
but fo2 the pꝛeleruation of their wines and chil⸗ 
dꝛen, moze dearer then all tempozall eſtate oz 
wozldly aboundance. 

In like manner, the inhabitants of the neigh⸗ 
bouring OE RNS at the feartulfightred 


of Dorreheſter. 


ment, ran in multitudes to alſiſt them, 
p2oferring the deare aduenture of their lines to 
oppꝛelle the rigour of the fier ifpolitble it might 
be, but alltolatethey came, andtoſmallpurpoſe, 
ſhewed they their willing mindeg, foz almoſt 
euery ſtreete was filled with flame, euery houſe 
couered with the robe of diſtruction, euery place 
bozning beyond helpe and recouery, their might 
they in wofullmanner behold marchants ware⸗ 
houſes full ot riches commodities; being ſhops of 
filves and velluets ona flaming fler, garner of 
bzeade Cozne conſuming, multitudes ot innen 

and wollen clothes burned into aſhes, Gold and 
Diluer melted, with Bꝛaſſe Pewter.and Copper, 
'Tronkes and Cheſtes of Damaskes and fine 
Linnens with all manner of rich Stuffes made 
kewell to increaſe this vniuerle ſole conquerour; 
which leueld and made wait ol all things it laid 
hold of, the flertenes of the fier was ſuch that it 
enen buꝛnet and ſcoꝛtht trees as they grew, and 
connerted their greene liueries into blacke burned 
Sarments, not ſo much as Heatbes and Flowers 
floziſheng in Sardarug bur were in a moment 
withered with the heate of the fier, many liuing 
creatures as houſe, Summe, pallavne and ſuch litze 
at this wofull time were tonſumed into aſbes to 
the great greife ofthe beholders, was it not a ſoꝛ⸗ 
row toꝛ atrades-man to ſee all his eſtate buzning 
at one inſtant, which he had laboured fox twenty 
yearesbeto2e,wagit not a ſoꝛrow fozamantoriſe 
richin the mozning, and to be bꝛought vnto po⸗ 
uerty befozenight and was it not q ſozrow foꝛ pa⸗ 

rents to ſee the poʒtion of their childꝛen thus con- 


ſumed. 


The tearerull burning, 


linnen, ſaued the houſe from burning till they had 
caried the pouder ſafe into the fieldes, otherwile 
taking ficr it had bene ſuficient, with one blaſt to 
ijaue blobene vp awhole towne, with all the in⸗ 
habitants therein remaining, but God be pꝛaiſed, 
it was pꝛetrued, and not one living creature 


therein p-rithed, 


The fier, as I lard beſoꝛe begun betweene the 
houres of two and thzee in the akternoone, the 
winde blowing very ſtrong, increſed lo mightily 
that in very lboꝛt ſpace, the moſt part of the was» 
town ſtered, which burnedſoertreamely, the wea- 
ther being hot and the houſes dꝛie, that helpe of 
man grew almoſt paſt, but vet as in fuch extremi⸗ 
ties, people will ſhew their endeuours, ſo theſe 
amazed townl(-men ſtriued to ſuccoꝛ one another, 
but toſmall purpoſe, foz the ty2anous fier had 
taken too great a head, and likewiſe there was 
too much want of water. 

Thereaſon, the ſier at the fir} pꝛeuailed aboue 
the ſtrength of man, was, that it vnfoztunately 
hapned in the time of harneft, when people were 
maſt buſted in reaping of their Lozne, and the 
"Towne moſt emptyeſt : but when this burning 
Begton 0fravue,ganetheharueſtmen light into 
tije ſield, little booted it them to ſtay, but in moze 
then reaſonablehaſt, poaſted they homeward not 
onely foz the ſalegard ok their goods and houſes, 
but foʒ the pꝛeleruation of their vines and chil⸗ 
d2en, moze dearer then all tempozall eſtate 02 
woꝛldly aboundance. „ 

In lite manner, the inhabitants ot the neigh⸗ 
bouring townes a villages at the fearful ght red 

blazing 


ol Dorrcheſter. 
blazing eliment, ran in multitudes to aſliſt them. 
pꝛoſerring the deare aduenture of their lines t5 
oppꝛeſſe the rigour of the ſier ifpoſtible it might 
be, but all to late they came, and to mall purpoſe, 
ſhewed they their willing mindes , koꝛ almost 
euery ſtreete was filled with flame, euery houſe 
couered with the robe of diſtruction, eucry place 
bozning beyond helpe and recouery, their might 
they in wofullmanner behold marchantg WMare⸗ 
houſes full oł riches commodities; being ſhops ot 
lilkes and velluets on a flaming fier, garners ot 
bzeade Cozne conſuming, multitudes of Linnen 
and Wollen clothes burned into aſhes, Gold and 
Diluer melted, with Bꝛaſſe Pewter and Copper, 
Tronbes and Lheſtes of Damagkes and fine 
Linnens with all manner of rich Stuffes made 
fewell to increale this vniuerſe (ole conquerour, 
which leueld and made waſt of all things it laid 
hold of, the fiertenes ofthe fier was ſuch that it 
euen buznet and ſcoꝛtht trees as they grew, and 
conuerted their greene liueries into blacke burned 
Garments, not ſo much as Hearbes and Flowers 
floutheng in Gardayns but were in a moment 
withered with the heate of the ſier, many liuing 
creatures as houle, Suine, pollayne and ſuch like 
at this wofull time were conſumed into aſbes to 
the great greife ofthe beholders, was it not a ſoꝛ⸗ 
row fo2 a trades⸗man to ſee all his eſtate buzning 
at one inſtant, which he had laboured foꝛ twenty 
yearesbeio2e,wasit not a ſoꝛrow f̃oꝛ a man to riſe 
richin the moꝛning, and to be bzonght vnto po⸗ 
uerty befoze night and was it not ſoꝛrow koꝛ pa- 
rents to ſee the poztion of their childꝛenthus con- 
ſumed. 


of Dorcheſter. 


faned, oh greffe, vpon greife: ehen ür 
inuader co:nes, heſbewes no pitty he lpareth: 


ther rich noꝛ pooꝛe tthe richhemitkes pooze, ad 


the pooze moſt miſerable, Dorcheſter was a fo 


moys'T.owne,nowa heape of aſhes foꝛ trauellerg 


that paſſe by to ſigh at: oh Dorcheſter wel malt 
thou mourne koꝛ thoſe thy great loſſes : fo neuer 
hadEnglith Towone the like vnto thee: the balew, 
by the Judgement of the inhabitantes, without 
partiallitp, isreckoned ts come to two hundzed 
thouſand pounds, belldes wel nerethꝛee hundꝛed 
houles, all ruynated t burned tothe ground: only 
a few dwelling houles that (and about the 
Church was taued, and withall the. Lhntche by 
Gods p2ourdence pꝛeterued toz peopie therein to 
maqniſte his name: All the reſt ot thetowne was 
cdnfumed and conuerted into a heape ot aſhes: a 
loffe ſo bnrecouerable, that bnleſſe the whole land 


in pitty let to their denottons, it is like neuer to 


reobtaine the kozmer eſtate, but continue like 
ruinated Troy, 02 decayed Carthage. 
Godin his mercy razle the inhaditantes 
pp againe, aud graunt that by the 
milchance of this Towne, both 
vs, they, uud all others may 
deopent vs ot our ſins. 
LA Ame, 
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of Dorcheſter. £5 
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fumed, oh greite, vpon greile:nohen thür burning 


inuader co nes, he lhe weg no pitty, he ſpareth nei⸗ 


ther rich noꝛ pooꝛe: the richhe makes pooꝛe, and 


the pogze moſt milerable. Dorcheſter was a fq- 
mons 7} owne,now a heape of ayes foꝛ trauellere 
that pa le by to ſigh at: oh Dorcheſter Wel malſt 
thou mourne fo thole thy great loſſes : foʒ neuer 
had Engliſn Towne the like vnto thee: the balew, 
by the Judgement of the inhabitantes, without 
partiallity, is reckoned to come to two hundꝛed 
thouſand pounds, belides wel nærethꝛee hundzed 
houſes, all rupnated ⁊ burned tothe ground: only 
a ſew dwelling houles that ſtand about the 
Church was laued, and withall the Churche by 
Gods pꝛouidence pꝛeſerued toz people therem to 
magniſie his name: All the reſt or the tobone was 
conſumed and conuerted into a heape of aſhes: a 
loſe ſo vnrecouerable, that vnleſſe the whole land 
in pitty ſet to their deuotions, it is like neuer to 
reobtaine the koꝛmer eſtate, but continue lite 
ruinated Troy , oz decaped Carthage. 
Godin his mercy raiſe the inhabitantes 
vp againe, aud graunt that by the 
milchance of this Towne, both 
vs, they, und all others may 
vopent vs of our ſins. 
Amen. 
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Fire from Heauen. 


and tent from an angrie God as tokens of his fraretuil in- 
| dianatian 2 Jn a wo2d hol daceth euerp obingte inner to 
delite and boaſte of his wickednes, when be knoweth that 
ypon the vngodly ſhall raine Snakes, Fier and Brimſtone, & 
ſtormy tempeſts:this ſhall be their portion to drinke. But 
ſach is our vngodlines, that what we 1h9u:5 doe, wee lie 
backe from, fozgetting God, and calling vengeance vpan 
out ſelues, haling ſoztow vpon ſo2:3W, enuping thoſe that 
tive well. and louing thoſe that hats goodues Whoougs reav 
ofmecze Ropaltie in a King, then wo may iuftly wꝛite ot᷑ our 
learned,gcacious and godly A ing Iames, whoſe bleſſed, peate⸗ 
full,and happie raignethzLozd fo2 his nietcie long continas 
guer vs 2 What land had eueruisꝛe plent cf allthinges then 
this Realme of England? and pet what country vndet the 
Sunne may be compared with it fo vnthankefulues? Ws 
haut the light of the glozious Ste pell ſet bpon an hill, and 
yet to manierath:rthenthey will ſes it will it b!tid-fold in 
the vallep of tgno;ence. Can any Cronicles makerepozt of a 
mau wozthle.wiſe,vertoous,godlp,e ceiiglous, Pꝛinte then 
ide late P2ince Henry ? in whome the moztdines of all the 
eight Henries befoze yam met as in their conflaence: } may 
ſpeake of him as the Apoſtle ſpake ot thoſe(with whome hc is 
now in coumanie) The M orld was not worthy of him: And 
although oor ſinnes no doubt were the ca2aſe why he was 
faken from vs, rot whois the moze ſozrowfall? And where- 
as God (blofedbs his name) yatbleft onto vs nat onely the 
Sunne and Peone of our fi:mawent, bat allo Charles- 
wayne to remaine incur Pozrizon : A Parree, if te res 
be of any truth, like to be oflanglife, and great jearning, mot 
hopcfuil foz his time, moſt fcuitfall fo2 his hopes : ſo that A 
dope God bath ſaid ta out Iacob, as Iacob (aid ts his Iudath 
Septrum non auferetur a Iuda, the Dcepter (hall not be tak n 
from our Iacob till Shiloah came agains into the wzld,yet 
Who I ſay is the moze thankefull 2 Dur grations King bath 
made many good lawes to catte of Paleſagozs,but fome 
eſteems little of Gods e2dinances,liefſe of his M ateſties aut⸗ 
chezity, andleaft et ail of his decrees ; ſoz pole whereof we 
hang ſeens (ſuch is out graceleCnes)how wickedly (ome haus 

| g=0wne 


to rebellion, whome the earth hath ſwallowed, as 
5 Dachan, ayd Abſram, Mane daus conſpired the 
death both of dis Pateftis and his potecritie , bat the 
{wed hath, and J truft ever ſhall cut them of befoe their 
wicked fruit come to dinelliſh ripencs. Pea, their o.] ne 
tongues ſhall make them fall. And let vs beſecch the L03d of 
heſts.o looke downs alwayes vpon his anopnted, and to 
cloath his enemies with ſhame, but bpon him and his (good 
Lo2d) let bis Crowne floariſh vpon, till thou Crowne vs all 
in beauen. 
Lot vs leat ne by the confamingof Sodom and Gomorrah, 
fo ls from their finnes, and let vs leaue the wick dues of 
the old wozlo, least God deniſe a wozſe end fo2 vs, let vs be 
warned by the ſinnes of Ieruſalem, to be armed with the woꝛd 
of truth, at the pzeaching ol Jonas to Niniui, let the ignozant 
leaue fo be obſtinate, and the learned ceaſe to be ſlothkull, and 
labour by all meanes to make the woꝛld know that the feare⸗ 
fall vay ofthe Loads comming ts at hand, exhoꝛting therefoze 
to watch, continuing in prayer. Fo2 aſſuredly this fearefall 
accident (A meane) the burning of this man and childe by firs 
from Yeauon, ought not to be attributed to any natutall 
cauſe, but it is even the Finger of God, thzeatning greater 
Vagues toenſue, without ourearneſt and hearty repentance. 
Nolther may we thinke that this indge ment lighted vpon 
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tem fo their owne p2oper ſinnes which might be greater 


then ours, dut rather that our ſinnes are farre greater then 
wers theirs, and Cod whoſe mercy is greater then all, hath 
ſent this fox our example ts call vs to repentance: wherefoze 
let vs not thinke that tkoſe one whome the Tower in Siloam 
fell, were greater ſinners then all thofe til at dwell in Ieruſa- 
lem, but rather let vs aſſure our ſelues, that voleſſc! we re- 
pent, we (hall alſe periſh. And to ſpeake of the life and con- 
nerſation of the man, J cannot inde oz by any meanes vn- 
derffand, no not by repo2ts of the neareſt a2 the wozſk affected 
of his neigbbours, but tha he behaved bimſelfe every way in 
che iudgement of the wozld as an honeſt pooze man, and 2 
painefulllabazer in hls vocation. The manner of the acci⸗ 
dentis as followeth : Vs * bens on Saterday * 
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| Fire from Heauen. 
lune laſſ, at wozks at the houſe of ens Iokn Deane ofParly.. 


Court, whers ho truely any 1a662id af his trades 


being a Carpenter, aud having onded his bayes-wozke went 


home to his houſe as an honeſ man, to comfkozt his Famfite 
with the money whid de had veau gotten, and went 
not (as to many Ttadei· men die to doe) tobe daunken and 
tareleſſe oftheir pos honcholds at home, whetctn he ſhew- 
ed and gane teſtimony to the wozld, of a Religions care. 
And affer his comming home, befooke himſelfe to his ret, 
and being in bed with his wike and childe, in the deepe of the 
night, the lightning tame on ſo fiercely, that an old woman 
named Agnes Ruſſell mother to the wefe of the laid Iohn 
Hitchell gauing receaueda terrible bloweon her ch&ke (by 
what meanes J kno we not) was therewith awakened and 
£:yed to the ſaid Iohn Hitchell and his wile to helpe her, but 
thep not anſwering, the pooze old woman ſtart eut ofthe bed 
and went vnto the bed where they lay, and awakened her 
daughter, who was von: the ſodaine moſt lamentably 
burnt all one fide of her, and her huſband and childe dead by 
her ſide: pet neucrt5eles, his pooze wife when ſhee ſawe her 
buſband and childe had thus ſtrangely finithed their dape⸗. 
ſhce (ast ſcemeth) thought not lo much of the durt ſhe hay 
receaued het ſelfe, as ſdet was careſulltohaue p:eſeracd the 
life of her dulband if by any mcancs poſſivly thee could: and 
there*02c (notwithflanding all her grienovs wounds, ſhee 
d:agdh:m out ot᷑ ibe bed into the reete, and there by realon 
ol the vehem . ncy ofthe fler, ſhee was infozced to her no mall 
grec'e to ſozlake him, where he lap barning vpon 19. 
ge :ndfo2 the (pace ofth2ce dayes after az theteabouts, 
that there was any appꝛarante oł Fyerontwardlp tobe ſcæne 
en him, but only a kinde of (mcake aſccnding vpwards from 
the Carcss, vntill it was conſumed to aſhhes, txcept only ſome 
\mall ewe of parte of his bones which were caſt into a 
pitte madedy the place. © featefiti fudgement! Hearken 
to this O ye that forget God, leaſt he teare you in peeces, 
and there be none to deliuer you. | 
a connerſation 


I this happened vuto a man of fs 2 
who labonred painefully allday in alawſull calling, © what 
may 


n Fire from Heauen. 
mi bełall pon which it day and night at the Tauerne, whoſe 


pzophane mouthes are filled with impious oathes ano filthts 
Ridawdzie, whoſe whole lines and conuerſatiens are no- 


tan chaſe but greeue to ſce the ho;rible wickcoves, which 
not only befoze, but euery dat fithence this wofull pedocle, 
bath bene viedin the very next adicyning-Towne. where if 
happened. W ron that beare cff;co and haue the gourrn- 
ment ofthe place, I veſeech you looke into pour ſelucs, that 
no fllthis conuerſation ofrs, may ci 1eincoyou uragement te 
the meaner ſozt, ftocommit th: valy ünnes wHerea (bh our 
gractons God is ſs highly offended. O te nembet renem- 
ber Jſap, the foule tapnt whercwith leroboam is banded 
in ths booke of God, namely, that his exampie made Iſracl 
to nns: poorpainfull Paſtor hath euen wozne out as his 
dayes, ſohis d rengthj and body, incrho2ting pon to repen - 
tance, an? perſwading von to fle from the Vengeance to 
come. I aſſare pou it ſhall be eaſiet foz Sodom and Gomor- 
rah in the great day ofthe Lo: d, then foz thoſe Towncs, and 
perſons, which daue heard remiſl:on of Canes pꝛeached in 
Jeſus, and pethane not repented. Fo2 The ſeruant that 


* knoweth his Maſters will & doth it not ſhall be beaten with 


many ſtripes. Jf the reuerend, and childiſh ie ate of God cans 
not wiane vs to eſchew euill and to t de good, pet let the ſer- 


uile, and fl1uith feaxe of punich nent, tay end make bs af. aid 


to perſeuet in our euill, leaſt accozding to the rigbteouſnes of 
the ſaine in our ſelacs, at laſt we rcceaue double damnation 
$.10ar bodyes. But to our pur poſe, if J ſay this hapned in 
a greene tree, what hall become of vs, that are dzie and wi⸗ 
thered: and ſith it lighted vpon ſome of vp2ighter connerſa- 
tion then our ſelues, what ſhall become of vs vile wzetch- 
ed creaturss, that delight in nothing but inne, and daue as 
it were ſold ont ſelues to wozke wickednes in the ght of 
Soso: The Lozdgiue vs grees to indge our ſeluss, chat we 
be not iudged of the Lord. 


Kowlet vs confider the Time when this fearefulil tudge- 


888. 
readointhebecke of Exodus obere the Load ſaith, at Mid- 
8 2 night 


thing eis but nkes of implette. Uhat Ch:iftlan teart 


diy adoat Mid-night, The like we may * 
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night he will Joe forth into the middeſt of Egypt, and all the 
borne in the land of Egypt ſhall die. 

bat that we may learns how as well in the Night as in the 
Day the Loaderecuteth both Iudgement and mercy: Iudge- 
ment as we fee in Ioſhua his direction againf Ai, w | 
their fearfull ouerth2ow followed : many thouſands of them 
beingdenoured by the ſwozd, and their Citty conſamed with 
fpze: Do when they llept, the wzath of God awaked and 
marched towards them ſpeedily. So againe the fine Kings 
came vpon them ſodainly,and deſtroyed them with a great 
ſlaughter, 

T hou foole, the Night ſhall they take away thy Soule,and 
in the Night God directed his ſeraant againſt them, Who 
then whoſe are all theſe ? &c. Other Kingdomes and Coun- 
tries about vs, what fearefull Night-cries they haue had 
when we flept in peace, wiſedome and thankfuines ſhoulo 

Then foz merties reteaued, in like manner you ſee the 
Scriptures : Solomon had that comſoztable conference 
with God in the Night, wherein God granted him the thing 
heſought fo2, appcaring to him in a dreame. Davie! in the 
Night found mercy with God, to baue the Aingsdzeame 
reucaled vnto him. Peter in the Night, was deliueged 
rom danger: Paul and Silas in the Night unging Plalmes, 
ſonnd tzecomfozt there ſpoken of. Do both Iudgement any 
Mercy wake and walke in the Night, The vie whereof, 
vnto vs ſhould be euer to ſtir vs vp, both to goe to bed as wee 
ought, and to vſe the night as the godly have done : Foz the 
firſt, we may take D auids example, I will lay me downe and 
take my reſt, for it is thou Lord only thatmakeſt me dwell in 
ſaſetie. and los the ſecond, He alſo in many Pſalwes may 
inſtru vs, fo euery night ſaith he, waſh I my bed, and wa- 
ter my couch with teares: Which Dauid dis not los any pu⸗ 
fi{lanimitie, os weakeaes : (fo we knowehe was a man of 
a valiant courage) but only out of a ſweete feeling that bs 
had in his night Meditation, of the goodnes of God 
towards him many wakes, andh to great nabidity* 
to dos to him againelsz theſame, as he deſired. And | 
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better time can wetake topiow vp the fallow ground of our 
hoarts beloʒs him, and to confider dis (anozs and ont faultes, 
opening onen all our woes and griefes vnto dim? that as- 
the night naturally, is moyft and hew3y moe then the day, 
lo welikewile, may raine downe abun2once oftzares, p2ay- 
ing foz our flnnes, anvthanking him ſ02 his goddnes, know- 
ing it is a moſt aCared trath, that nc dete of the night can 
fo glad the earth, as this \weete mopſtute of thy wet eve in | 
tþele s doth pleaſe thy God. At Midnight faſth Dauid Fal. 119.62. 
will I riſe to give thankes to thee, becauſe of thy rightcous 
iudgeinents: In the night I commune with mine own heart, & Plalme 77. 6. 
ſerch out my ſpirits. Therfoze I ſay again, ſith metcy t indge- 
ment thus Kirin the night, the one fo: Gods chilozen. þ other 
fo: his enemies, awake thou that ſleepeſt in moſt dull ſetu · 
tity, going tothe bed as the dogge to his kennell, without 
any thought either of God, oz Diuell. Full little doſt thou 
know what may happen to thee befoz21t be day. It map bs 
with thee, as with the rt yozne oi Cgypt, with tbe five 
| Kt igs, with the Citty Ai, with this poozz (though now 
rich) man and his Child, thy ſelſe may be dead as he is, typ 
bonſe on fler as his was, thy goods ſpoyled and Chilvzen de. 
ſtroped as his were, and as many wofuil miſeries vpon thy 
wife and tends as there are vpon his. Wherefoze goe to 
bed with pzayer, awake with pzayer, and riſe with pꝛaxer. 
Let God and grace beinthy firſt th2nrh's, and not niaipce 
and wzath, net 50 pe ant Oren, not mony and mucke, 
which all periſh wit thee when God is angiie. We ſo what 
hath happencd befoze aur eyes, God giue vs ali grace to bee 
warned. What, ſhal we now be vnmindekull of theſe things: 
vathankefollto God and vafaithfail to our owne ſonles ? 
| hall we continue inlyes, luſts, oathes, aſpiring pꝛoieds, 03 
malitious trappes ? No, we will make and obſerue this vow, 
We will not ſuffer our eyes to ſleepe. nor our eielids to ſlum- 
ber, we will neither continue our tongue to betray our be- 
ther, no our bodies to betray cur ſanles : we will endeugur 
 *0izadeaiaft, and holy, and ſobor life, this wo deſire, fo; 
thts we-hungec andthirs, this we-vowe, foz this ws pꝛar 
the Loadheare andgramat hx As 1 A 
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Fire from Heauen. 
D then let vs mourne and weepe fog our offences and fag 
all the abhominations, ſo ſhall we be marked in the forcheads 
tobe pꝛeſerued from the eaill to came, nay, ſo ſhall wee be 
bleſſed, fa2 ſo the mouth of truth hath p:8neunced, we ſhalbe 


comforted. Dar finnes ars the vnfruitfull thezncs that © 


choake the good ſeade of vartue and grace, the cozrupters of 
Judgment, the ſeducersof will, the betrayers of vertue, ths 
flatterets ot vice, the vnderminers of courage, flauss ta 
weakenes, infc>ion of pout9, madnes of age, thecacſe of 
life, end the rep:oach o death: the leaſt of our boſome-ſinnes 
is flex in the hand, and a Scrpent in the heart, a Cancer, a 
Spider, an euill Spirit, and the fruite thereof is dcath. O ye 
tyen that with thoſe Mincing dames in Jeruſalem, are loath 
that the ſoles ofpour feete ſhould treade bpon the earth, ye 
mar behurryed betweene Meauen and Earth, but neuer 


. willbecartied as Elias, vnleCein a ficry-Charior. Pe that 
ſet moze by Agar then Sara, moze eſfeeme pour bodies thet.. 


pour ſoules, fears and tremble at the Lozds Jadgements. 
O that blindenes of mans minde, and that madde danbting 
of Gods dinine pꝛomiſes of eternall life! O that hardened 
and flpnty heart of ours, which is not moued, ns not with 
theſs hozrible thzca's of Gods heavie diſpleaſare, but conti- 
nuing ſecurely in all impiety, neuer asketh pardon foz his 
willfull cſfending, and amendeth euen as though the Scrip- 
tare were but lyes, and the dinins Dracles pzophane fables! 
Foz by thoſe things which haue come to paſſe, and by ttus 
demouſt ration of Gods holp ſpirit, it is apparan! that no- 
bing is mo2e certaine, then that the end ot all thinges dan; 
eeth on our choulders. Truly greaf is the fo2ce of ſinne, 
and maruelous is the rage of ®athanin theſe latter dayes, 
who end: as3eth by allmeanes that poſſibly be can, to bing 
the whole wo:ld into a daſperate ſecuritpot lice. that lo he 
may haus many partakersof his tozmonts in Geil, fron 
whence there is no redcwption. Bat how much bettet dad 
it bens foz vs we had either neuer biens bo2ns, oz at the leak 
beene beide af reaſon with keaft and Sexpents, 02 bene diſs 
patched ls an as me wers hozue, if either we onioy not 


that place, fo; whidh ws rs created ;.92 come not ts the 
| celettiall 
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coleffigll Pars dice, ans to the marriage of gut lpdule our K. 
and Hanlour Jeſus Chꝛiſt. where aiſbe tds , n, 
of alt delights, andperfeatzwof all piecſars? ' 


bers iet vocals from bo bur cacetes ſecurity and 


mitral of the pzornifes of H: Let vs renounce the demill, 
and al the wo2hes of the, which are not ſafferabie by 
| the wand of Gov, and tat vs litten tothe freinvly avanvaition 
of our Sauiour, Chzilt warning vs to be watchfuliat all 
times, becauſe we tnow not tte tower when our. L will 


come praying that we may eſcape al theſe things whichareto Luke. 2 5. 
come, and may ſland before the ſonne of man. Fe2 il the coms Mat 25. 


ming of Lheiess and ſtealers of vut eartblie goods de to be 
feared, with bow great dꝛligence and watchefulnes, heult 
we ſeeke to eteape thoſe enemies, which would ſpotle vs of 
oareternall riches, and kingdome of Veauen? Here we vie 
great herd and wiſedome to pꝛelerue our moʒtall bodies from 
durt and danger: but to ſaue our ſoules which ate immoꝛt all 
frometernall paines in Peil, we ace altogether carelefſe and 
nothing tircumſpe d. 

And pet moze would it beſeeme the thildzenot light, to be 
moi tarełull in ſea king and ter ping thoſe things which are 
Ceieſtialt than the wanlelings are painefull in enticding 
thoaafelnes with fach tyungs as they are nei htt ſure to enioy 
 bbiletyey are aliue, noz can afure them of any iep when 
they are dead. Yea tet vs think and p :c\..vave out ſelu. s, that 
inthe fight ol Oed it is not ſhame full, but abhominable, that 
the eled o2 choſen people e God, which ſhould be wiſe and 
circrm ped, Mall ia this care be ſarpaſicy of wicked woꝛlo⸗ 
lings andthe moe bighty we diſpiea"e our God, by how 
much the things which we lo little cK@me, aremozeercel- 
le: then that which they (6 hun? after, betweene which ( (6 
lurpaflingis the treaſure pzepared foz the godlte ) there is no 
| Thioerhoztationthough it pertaine to all men at all tinies, 

yet num ſpecialdie in hole dangerous dates, n which we ſee 

[0 many by ſodaine and range death to batumu oatol the 
wozld: and becaule enerpanan oli die (rhough idecettatut 
time nous merh) ayd ee wool bs ſent 
| : 4 
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Lenden once moe, nate our Cowae, his rod Cores 
ttiaa ſithente this lamentable accident? namety by the bur- 


our ow ne. Gods Jadgements we ſee haue lighted on both 


cm to pale (may ſeeme) to remaine within the Towne. 


Fire from Hleanee |]: 
e inels to Nr, 02 ioptulits to be receaned ate the 

of the faithfullin Deagen. oh - BL 1 (1; POPE 
And to eme alittle nearer inte our (elaes, hath not the 


wing of ons Edward Burtons houſs and all dis ſubBance 
whilelt they were in their beds? it is an old laxing. that when 
our neighbeurs houſe is en fier; it is high time to looke to 


Mdes of os alteadie and ſhall wee be till carelefſe? Pozeoner | 
it is not vawozthie the noting, that as on both fives of the 
Towne theſs fearsfuil iudgements bane happened, ſs like- 
wiſe upon the ficit vay of May laſt within the Towne was 
bozne a Ponſt et. which may well teach vs that although 
theſe things daue hapried without the Towne, pet the 
Monſters koz whoſe vglie ſimes (aks theſe judgements haus 


God open our cy:sthat we map behold theſe things aright, 
and molliſle our hearts (good Lozd) we beſeech theethat | 


to teach vs ( as Iſuppoſe ) that we want | 
glozifie the power luli name oł our gratiaas God. Pozeouer | 
it wanted the place of evacuation. by meanes whereof the 
body could not bs exonerate oz clenſ(ed of the ercrements.To 
teach that whatſocner pzetonce 03 hew we make of Religion 
outwardly. pet the Sith afia remaineth (till within becauſe 
there.wanteth trus Repentanceinvs whereby ont ſaules | 
might be clenſed in the bloud of Jeſus Chic. | 
Cru J amperſwadedthat inthis Towne and the parts 
adiovning, where theſe Juvgemeats fell, there is as much 


li ine raigning. as there is in a greater parte qfthe ningdom 
neildes: bat beſeech God at his influite mercꝑ, that his long 
ſaffering of aur ſinmes be not an occaſlon that we plucke his 
feirce wzath dpon out heads, -which we dayite goe abont, 
poucking him to anger that will not be tenipted, ſo vagrate- | 
fall are we, andis gratians is he. I dendt the ſan unten Dil 


Fier from Heauen. 


wil be pzonounced againſt vs. which our @aviour bſed,faping 
Woevnto Carezaire, woe vnto Bethſaids, it is better for 
Tire and Sidon then for them, at the-dzeadful dap of 
the Lo20. 
Aleueare lentence pꝛonounced by a mercifull Judge, who 
\ will doubties in a mozedzeadfull. time not.onely vtter the 
luke wo2ds againſt vs, but will caſt vs into vtter datkenes, 
| where ſhal be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth: except that of 
his influite geodnes and gieat mercie, de call vs home to te 
' Could the people of Iſrael fremble at the volce of the 
Koso when be talked wity Moſes, inſomuch that they 
aceo3ded toallhislawes and ozdinantes which were given 
them, ſothat they might not indurehispzeſence ? and dare 
1 wetzcca>-ſcumofthe earth,rcbell again our Creato2 ſo 
obftlagie'p, that neither ſigaes, the od, noz wonders, can 
conuert vs ? due we not remember the benigne blefings 
which he pzomtiſeth; that our land Ghalbe fertile, our fraites 
ſhallinerr aſe, our foes hall ipebefoze vs vc. if we pleaſe him, 
ſecue him, a.. d kecpe his commandements : neither doe we 
feare his hi auie w2ath andhozrible curſe which he thzeatneth 
tothe contrarie, if wetranſgreſſe his pzecepts and bzeake his 
ozdinances, faying,tby Wife ſhalbe widdow,thy land barren: 
| thou ſhalt flie, when none followe thee, and feat e without 
cauſe : famine ſhall confound thee, watre ſhall waſte th 
countrie, and hunger ſo aſſaile thee, that the after-birth of th 
wife ſhall ſerue for thy foode. O terrible,dzeadfull and heaue 
wꝛath of God, but moze monſtrous, fiithie and vglis bearts 
haue we that imbzace the bleſlings, when we delerue cur- 
fings: reaps good. here we ſows euill, and pet cannot affo20e 
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7 thankes tothe ſenderof all thinges, who giucth liberallie 
h and caſteth no man inthe teeth. Doe we not know that hs 
q is of power to turne our Heaucn into braſſe, and our earth 
= into Iron? oz are we ignozant that it it pleaſe him not todzing 
s ) fozaine foxce von ys? ret he can plaguevs by out fremds, 
. | "ſend G2zaſhoppers to ſpoile our groundes, Frogs to follow 
ye | vs whetherſoencr we fic, Caterpillers to conſume our 
| fratte in the bloſſome, o: Raive to rot cur Cozne and 
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